
Plants which are suitable for a Victorian woodland garden.

Queen Victoria reigned from 1837 to 1901

Veitch was an importer of plants in Exeter, it would be nice to use his introductions if possible. He
sponsored many collecting expeditions. History here, list at the end of this document.

To create the feel of ‘Victorian’ it might be better to use species rather than later hybrids.

Acalypha Wilkesiana Tender shrub introduced 1844 might just survive in Glen Goyle
https://www.plantfileonline.net/plants/plant_details/6
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/26012/i-acalypha-wilkesiana-i/details
https://www.gardenia.net/plant/acalypha-wilkesiana

Little wildlife value.

~~~

Anemone
Both spring flowering and autumn flowering anemones like woodland settings
Spring flowering can be native or from Europe, cultivated from early times.
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/plants/wild-flowers/wood-anemone/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/anemone-blanda/
Autumn flowering ‘Japanese Anemone’ Eriocapitella japonica, collected in Japan but native to China.
Robert Fortune found this variety in 1843, growing in a graveyard in Shanghai, and sent it to England
where it was named E. japonica or the Japanese anemone.
https://www.gardenia.net/guide/pretty-japanese-anemones-for-your-garden
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/japanese-anemones-grow-guide/

https://www.buzzaboutbees.net/Bees-Love-Japanese-Anemones.html Food for insects.

~~~

Astilbe
These are a bit late for Victoria if we are being strict but they have the ‘Victorian’ feel.
http://www.astilbecollection.co.uk/index.php/history
They might work well in the low flat area near the southern end where the stream bends.
http://www.astilbecollection.co.uk/index.php/cultivation
https://gardenerspath.com/astilbe/
Astilbe Davidii first flowered for Veitch in 1901
Astilbe Thunbergii 1878

Flowers late May to September depending on variety, has nectar/pollen rich flowers

~~~

Azalea
Evergreen garden azaleas from Japan and China were introduced during Victoria’s reign but the
surge in wild collecting happened mainly from 1899 to 1920s, which was at the very end of her reign
as she died in Jan 1901.
Deciduous Azalea came from America and Europe, they started being hybridised in 1825,
https://www.birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk/rhododendron-azalea/

Nectar from flowers (spring/early summer), no fruit. Boring the rest of the year except for some which
have autumn colour.

~~~

Bamboo

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/64394#page/13/mode/1up


~~~

Bergenia
Some varieties were only discovered recently but the most commonly cultivated bergenias are of
hybrid origins. Perhaps the most widely grown is B. x schmidtii (B. ciliata x B. crassifolia), which dates
from 1875. Species known in cultivation from mid 1700s
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/bergenia

Spring flowering but glossy low growing foliage all year. Pollen for bees.
https://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/bergenia-cordifolia-purpurea/

~~~

Buddleja
Introduced in the 1890s from China. Fragrant. Tough, will live on dry banks.
Benefits from a yearly prune in Feb/March

Mainly Summer/Autumn but Buddleia Globosa flowers in May/June..
Nectar source for butterflies, but it will also provide seeds for bullfinches and other seed-eating birds.

~~~

Cantua buxifolia,
1844 Lobb half-hardy but probably worth trying. Sun and shelter.
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/3007/i-cantua-buxifolia-i/details

~~~

Clematis
Victorians loved climbers. Especially scented ones like some Clematis Montana (Spring), roses and
honeysuckle. There are Clematis for sun and shade and everything between, in general they don’t
like very acidic soil.

https://www.taylorsclematis.co.uk/History-of-the-Clematis/

Can be good for pollinators (some aren’t), types can be found for flowering in almost any season and
position from Cirrhosa Balearica in Winter/Early spring through to the Tangutica in Autumn. Small
flowered Clematis produce seeds birds like. All climbers provide nesting sites, and places for
overwintering insects.
Pruning may be necessary.

~~~

Crocus
There are both spring and autumn types.
Spring types come from Europe and were being cultivated by 1620 so almost any colours would be
appropriate, but only the species crocus are good for wildlife. Some cultivars don’t open their petals
wide enough for insects to get in. Try Crocus tommasinianus, C. vernus, and C. Chrysanthus some
varieties of which are sweet smelling.
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/crocus/early

Early food source for insects and can be attractive to sparrows. Spring show then rests as bulbs.

Autumn types of crocus are also European and have been in cultivation for about the same amount
of time, but there are some which are properly called Colchicum autumnale and is a member of the
Lily family. It is important not to confuse these as Crocus cartwrightianus (Sativus) is where we get
saffron and Colchicum are poisonous.
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/4868/crocus-cartwrightianus/details
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/228075/colchicum-autumnale-wild-form/details



Food for insects. Leaves in spring which then die back, flowers appear without leaves in autumn.

~~~

Daffodils and Narcissus.
Go for species types if possible.

~~~

Daphne
A tricky, spring flowering, very scented, small shrub. As well as being fussy about where it will grow it
is also poisonous, but there may be somewhere out of the way where its fragrance could still be
enjoyed. Some like alkaline soil some like ericaceous.

It is found all over the world and one may be native to England, they have been in cultivation for a
very long time but the glossy leaves and fragrance made them popular with the Victorians.
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/daphne
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/articles/wisley/fragrant-daphne
https://community.rspb.org.uk/nature-on-your-doorstep/b/gardeningforwildlife/posts/blushing-daphne-
in-the-woods

Food for insects, berries in autumn. Greenfinches like the seeds.

~~~

Desfontainia spinosa was introduced into cultivation in Europe by William Lobb for Veitch in 1843. It
has gained the Royal Horticultural Society's Award of Garden Merit. It requires a sheltered, partially
shaded position in acid pH soil.
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/101173/desfontainia-spinosa/details
Slow growing up to 6 ft August to October, little wildlife value except for nesting/shelter

~~~

Edgeworthia chrysantha
Scented shrub. Collected by Michael Pakenham Edgeworth in mid 1800s. (Ours was eaten by snails)
Very exotic looking with flower heads appearing before leaves.
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/86001/edgeworthia-chrysantha/details
https://www.rhs.org.uk/Search?query=edgeworthia

Food source in winter/spring loved by bees, no fruit. Boring the rest of the year.

Fatsia Japonica
F. japonica was introduced into Britain in 1838, and is now extremely popular in gardens due to its
ease of cultivation and bold, evergreen, often variegated, foliage. Sun/shade

https://www.birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk/plants-of-the-month-january/fatsia-japonica-3/

~~~

Fuchsia https://www.thebfs.org.uk/history_fuchsia.asp Sun/shade
F. coccinea, the first species of fuchsia cultivated in England, where it was long confined to the
greenhouse, was brought from South America by Captain Firth in 1788 and placed in Kew Gardens.
Of this species Mr Lee, a nurseryman at Hammersmith, soon afterwards obtained an example, and
procured from it by means of cuttings several hundred plants, which he sold at a guinea each. In
1823 F. macrostemma and F. gracilis, and during the next two or three years several other species,
were introduced into England. The following plants were recorded at Kew, F. lycioides in 1796; F.
arborescens in 1824; F. microphylla in 1827 F. fulgens in 1830; F. corymbiflora in 1840 (know known
as F. bolivians) and F. apetala, F. decussata, F. dependens and F. serratifolia in 1843 and 1844, the
last four species attributable to Nursery Messrs. Veitch of Exeter. But it was not until about 1837, or
soon after florists had acquired F. fulgens, that varieties of interest began to make their appearance.

https://blog.thompson-morgan.com/history-of-fuchsias/



Late Summer/Autumn flowers followed by berries. Modern fuchsia are not very good for pollinators
but their berries are edible for humans as well as wildlife. F. Magellanica is very good for wildlife.

~~~

Halleria Lucida known as the Fuchsia Tree, frost tender but might grow in Glen Goyle. Pollen and
fruits. Warm sheltered position.
https://treesandshrubsonline.org/articles/halleria/halleria-lucida/

~~~

Magnolia
Stellata, Veitch introduction. Early spring

~~~

Mandevilla
Collected for Veitch in 1841 pink forms and M. Splendens. Might just survive outside in Glen Goyle.
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/mandevilla/growing-guide

~~~

Myosotis (Forget-me-not)
Myosotis sylvatica ( Wood forget-me-not), Myosotis arvensis ( Field or common forget-me-not) Native
or long cultivated.
Early summer, good for insects.

~~~

Passiflora
P. tripartita var. Mollissima collected for Veitch in 1842

https://temperate.theferns.info/plant/Passiflora+tripartita+mollissima

~~~

Privet
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/91966/ligustrum-ovalifolium/details
and
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/87364/ligustrum-ovalifolium-aureomarginatum/details

~~~

Rhododendron
http://www.bidstonhill.org.uk/rhododendrons/history-of-the-hardy-hybrid-rhododendrons/
and
https://www.duchyofcornwallnursery.co.uk/journal/rhododendrons-and-azaleas
and
http://www.rhodyman.net/rhodyhis.html

Pollen from flowers, no fruit.

~~~

Snowdrops

~~~

Spiraea Japonica
Native of Japan but long cultivated in China from which garden varieties introduced to England.
‘Fortunei’ , 5 ft high (c. 1850), followed by ‘Albiflora’’,2 ft high( before 1864) and ‘Bullata’,12 or 15 in.



high( before 1881), Spiraea anthony waterer cultivar was raised by 1890 at Knap Hill nurseries.

Flowers on new wood so can be pruned early spring. Can have summer and autumn leaf colour
depending on cultivar. Flowers in Summer, prefers sun, good for insects.
Spiraea veitchii
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/17699/spiraea-veitchii/details

~~~

Trophaeolum (Nasturtium)
Annual or perennial scrambler which will self-seed if happy. Flowers attractive to insects, caterpillar
food plant. Long season.
Tropaeolum umbellatum 1845-48
Tropaeolum peltophorum before 1848

~~~

Viburnum



From Hortus Veitchii



Further information
The plants below must have been in

cultivation in Victorian England.








